HOW TO BECOME A VISIONARY PARENT

We've long enjoyed hearing what happened when Disney World first opened in Florida. Since Walt had passed away, Mrs. Disney was asked to speak at the grand opening. She was introduced by a man who said, "Mrs. Disney, I just wish Walt could have seen this." She stepped up to the podium and said, "He did." Then she sat down.

And she's right. Walt saw it long before anyone else because he had a clear vision. So how do parents go about seeing a picture of their child's future? And how can they do so without imposing their own vision on their child? It starts, in our opinion, with prayer.

VISIONARY PARENTS PRAY FOR THEIR CHILD'S FUTURE

Erwin McManus, the catalyst behind Awaken, a collaboration of dreamers committed to creating environments that expand imagination and unleash creativity, tells the story of when his son, Aaron, became frightened at youth camp. He was just a little guy when some of the camp personnel told stories about demons and Satan. When Aaron returned home, he was still terrified.

"Dad, don't turn off the light!" he said before going to bed. "Daddy, could you stay here with me? Daddy, I'm afraid. They told all these stories about demons."

Erwin regretted sending him to the camp.

"Daddy, Daddy, would you pray for me that I would be safe?" 

Erwin said to his son, "Aaron, I will not pray for you to be safe. I will pray that God will make you dangerous, so dangerous that demons will flee when you enter the room."

"All right," Aaron said. "But pray I would be really, really dangerous, Daddy."

Erwin knew he was praying not only for his son's immediate circumstances but for his future as well. He was praying that Aaron would grow up to be a man who doesn't fear but rather stands strong and courageous. And that's the kind of prayer every visionary parent prays.

We pray God will teach us how to be better visionaries for John and Jack. We pray God will make a picture of their futures clearer and clearer as they age. We pray each of our boys will embody traits that will serve them well as they grow into manhood and discover their callings.

And just recently, we began praying for the kinds of husbands they will be -- and for the little girls out there whom they may marry. In fact, we got the idea to pray for their future this way at a wedding we recently attended. At the reception, the bride's dad gave an eloquent speech, telling the guests that he and his wife had been praying since Julie was a baby, not only for her future, but for the man she would marry one day -- the boy who would become the man who would one day become their daughter's husband.

We also learned recently from a friend that she and her husband write their prayers for their three children in three journals they keep near their bedside. Not only are the journals tangible reminders to pray for their kids, but they serve as a priceless treasure of blessing that they'll give to each of their children one day. Talk about being visionary!

VISIONARY PARENTS PICTURE A SPECIAL FUTURE FOR THEIR CHILD

Sidel, a young Jewish mother, was proudly walking down the street pushing a stroller containing her infant twins. As she rounded the corner, she encountered her neighbor Sarah. "My, what beautiful children," Sarah cooed. "What are their names?"

Pointing to each child, Sidel replied, "This is Bennie, the doctor, and Reuben, the lawyer."

Jewish homes have had a long history of picturing special futures for their children. In the Old Testament, Isaac prophesied that his son Jacob would be a strong leader (see Genesis 27:28 – 29). And Jacob, as a grown man, prophesied about the future of his sons. But don't worry -- you don't have to be a prophet to picture a special future for your child. You can't predict his future with biblical accuracy. But you can encourage your child and help him imagine his potential. When a child feels in his heart that the future is hopeful and that Mom and Dad believe in what he can become, he faces life with a strong optimism.

You picture a special future for your child when you say things like, "You have such a generous spirit, I wouldn't be surprised if you end up helping a lot of people when you grow older." Or "You're so helpful around the house, I bet you're going to make a great husband [or wife] to the person you marry someday." Or "You enjoy studying the ocean so much, I wonder if you might be a marine biologist someday."

These are ways of planting little seeds that may or may not take root. The point is, as a visionary parent, you are considering your child's future. You aren't imparting your own egocentric vision of what you want your child to become. You are sensitive to your child's unique gifts and qualities, and you point them out on occasion to highlight how they could be maximized in the future. 
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